What is stormwater and why is it a concern?    
     Anytime it rains, or snow on the ground melts, it either enters the ground, or runs off to another location.  For instance, if rain falls on grass, a portion soaks into the ground, but if it lands on a paved parking lot, it runs off the lot to another location.  Within the City of Jeffersonville, much of the rain runs off of driveways, parking lots, and streets, where it picks up oil, grease, sediments, and many other pollutants that are harmful to the environment.  

    Most people don't realize that the polluted runoff from impervious surfaces (like pavement) runs into storm drain inlets which drain directly into streams and other water bodies (including drinking water supplies such as the Ohio River). This type of pollution is called non-point source pollution because the overall pollution comes from many different sources. Polluted runoff damages and kills vegetation, fish, and wildlife habitats.  Runoff from bad septic systems and farms can cause E. coli levels in waterways to become dangerous to human health, and can cause overproduction of algae in lakes and ponds which lead to fish kills. 

The only way to lessen this pollution is to reduce the amount of pollutants washed away by storm water.  To learn more about storm water, please refer to the storm water education link provided.  

Improving Storm Water Quality:
            To combat the non-point source pollution storm water problem, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) created Phase II of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  Indiana's state level version of Phase II was created by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) and is referred to as Rule 13.  
            Rule 13 is designed to reduce the pollution that enters storm water from urbanized areas, including those within Monroe County, and work towards the CWA's ultimate goal of making all surface waters fishable and swimmable.  To find out more about Rule 13, please refer to the link provided.

 (link from page 1)
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
The City Council of Jeffersonville adopted the Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Ordinance on November 2004.  This ordinance addresses illegal discharges and dumping into storm drains, rivers, creeks, and other bodies of water within the City of Jeffersonville. 

 

 (link from page 1)

Construction Site Stormwater Run-off Control and Post-construction Stormwater Management in Development and Redevelopment
The Construction and Post Construction site runoff program, including enforcement, includes a runoff ordinance, which was adopted by the City of Jeffersonville on November 4, 2004 and a post-construction ordinance was adopted on November 28, 2005.  The Runoff Ordinance (2004-OR-56) and Post-Construction Storm Water Management Ordinance (2005-OR-65) can be downloaded here.  These ordinances reference Rule 5 and specify how the building and development community will address construction site runoff and post-construction pollution prevention and permitting.  Please refer to the Stormwater Design Manual below for Rule 5 permitting and plan submittal requirements.  Also Rule 5 procedures at the IDEM website are being updated to reflect the new procedures.  Refer to the IDEM website or the City of Jeffersonville Stormwater Design Manual if you have questions about Rule 5 or the requirements.  Generally, all "land disturbing activity", including removing vegetative cover that exposes the underlying soil, excavating, filling, transporting, and grading requires a permit.  If a developer or project site owner conducts a land disturbing activity that disturbs one (1) or more acres of land, the project site owner must apply for coverage under a Rule 5 general storm water permit.

If a construction project disturbs less than on (1) acre of land, a Rule 5 permit is not required, unless the project is part of a "larger common plan of development or sale" or the land disturbing activity is determined to be causing an adverse impact to the environment, primarily related to a water of the state.  By definition in the rule, "larger common plan of development or sale" means "a plan, undertaken by a single project site owner or a group of project site owners acting in concert, to offer lots for sale or lease; where such land is contiguous, or is known, designated, purchased or advertised as a common unit or by a common name.  The term also includes phased or other construction activity by a single entity for its own use".  If a project results in the disturbance on less than one (1) acre of land, but is considered part of a "larger common plan of development or sale," a Rule 5 permit is required for the larger common plan that includes the individual lots with land disturbances of less than one (1) acre.  An original or intermediate project site owner may have continuing responsibility for land disturbing activities at a site after lots are sold.

Specific requirements for Erosion Control plans are outlined in the Stormwater Design Manual.  The Clark County SWCD and the City of Jeffersonville will review all Erosion Control Plans.  The Clark County SWCD will return a Plan Review Form after review.  An example of the Clark County Construction Plan Review form can be downloaded here.  Other forms (NOI, NOT, Public Notice Requirements, etc) can be downloaded at the IDEM website at http://www.in.gov/idem/4896.htm or contact the City of Jeffersonville Stormwater department for copies.  Detail sheets (Example A and Example B) that meet the City of Jeffersonville requirements are available.  While these are good examples of acceptable plan detail sheets that meet requirements, each project is different and requires a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan that is specific to the project site and conditions.

Qualified Professional Certification Program

The Qualified Professional Certification Program will be administered by the Clark County SWCD for the purposes of assuring that an adequately trained individual will be involved in the design and construction of all future development and redevelopment in the City of Jeffersonville, Clark County and Floyd County.  This program is similar to others being initiated on a nationwide scale.  Check this web site for more information and upcoming training opportunities.
 

HOMEOWNERS

Wet Weather Water Usage

Older parts of the City around downtown and the Ohio River are connected to a Combined Sewer System (CSS).  This system collects not only the wastewater from your home’s sinks and toilets, it collects runoff from rain and snowmelts into one system.  When it rains heavily, this system fills quickly and may require that some portion of its contents be diverted, untreated, directly into the Ohio River or local streams.  You can help keep the volume of water going into this system during wet weather by reducing the use of water, such as laundry, showers, and dishwashers, during wet weather. 

Septic Systems

I
Regular maintenance is important for proper function If you have a private septic system.  Routine cleaning of the system will help prevent backups or illicit discharges into local waters.  Contact the Clark County Health Department about inspection and maintenance of septic systems.

Grass Clippings


Keep grass clippings in your yard.  Never direct your mower blower to the street where clippings can be carried into storm drains and clog inlets.  

Fertilizer, Herbicides and Pesticides


Read and follow the instructions for all lawn chemical applications.  Over-application can not only be harmful to your lawn, it can be carried into local streams and the Ohio River by stormwater runoff causing algae growth and poisoning aquatic life.

Pet Waste 


Pet waste contains E. coli bacteria and high concentrations of nitrogen, both of which are harmful in local waters.  Dispose of pet waste in the trash or toilet.

Car Washing


Detergents used to wash cars contains chemicals harmful to local waters and aquatic life.  Wash your car on your lawn where the grass can filter out pollutants before they reach the storm drain, or prevent it from reaching the drain at all.  This also saves on watering your lawn.  Or take your car to a car wash where the water is diverted into the City’s sanitary sewer system for treatment.   

Rain Barrels


Rain barrels can capture runoff from roof gutters and store it for future irrigation or watering uses in your yard.  The City is in the process of developing a rain barrel program, but until then rain barrels are available from a number of sources, including Louisville’s MSD  at http://www.msdlouky.org/  

Rain Gardens


A Rain Garden Program is being developed as part of Jeffersonville’s Green Infrastructure Initiative so check this site often for updates.  For information about rain gardens and to get a guide for installing your own, visit the MSD website at hhttp://www.msdlouky.org

 

KIDS

 

Follow the links below for fun stuff that teaches kids about aquatic life, water quality and things they can do to prevent pollution in our streams and rivers. 

 

Non-point Source Kids Page (EPA—off-site) epa.gov/OWOW/NPS/kids/)

EPA’s Explorer’s Club (off-site) http://www.epa.gov/kids/index.htm

A Virtual Pond Dip (off-site)  http://www.microscopy-uk.org.uk/index.html?http://www.microscopy-uk.org.uk/ponddip/index.html

ROBOCOW! (off-site)  http://www4.agr.gc.ca/AAFC-AAC/display-afficher.do?id=1187368724250&lang=eng

 

BUSINESS: Engineers, Site Designers, Developers and Building Contractors

Storm Water User Fee Credits

On _______________________, 2009, the City of Jeffersonville Drainage Board adopted the Storm Water User Fee Credit Application Rules, Procedures and Policies to provide credit against non-residential parcel owners who provide storm water capacity and water quality improvements beyond the minimum requirements, including the use of green infrastructure.  A non-residential parcel owner can achieve up to a 30% reduction in storm water user fees.  The Storm Water User Fee Credit Application Rules, Procedures and Policies can be downloaded here. 
 

 

